
Native Connections Seed Mixes
Native Connections offers several mixes that are based on species assemblages found in naturally occuring plant 
communities. Even though we offer these standard mixes, they can serve as templates to be customized. We prefer to 
work with clients to create custom mixes based on project-specific conditions such as soils, hydrology, sun exposure, 
historical data, client objectives and budget.
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Budget Prairie Mix

An inexpensive prairie mix that 
should do well on most soils except 
in saturated conditions. The species 
diversity in this mix is relatively low, 
however it would be a great start to 
establishing a basic prairie.	

		
For medium soils

Seeding Rate: 7.1 lbs per acre
2 lbs forbs  •  5.1 lbs grasses	

	 1000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . . $40.00
	 5000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . $111.00
	 1/4 acre . . . . . . . . . $158.00
	 1/2 acre . . . . . . . . . $237.00
	 1 acre  .. . . . . . . . . . $395.00
	

Forbs (28%)	
Asclepias syriaca	 Common Milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa	 Butter�y Milkweed
Aster azureus 	 Sky Blue Aster
Coreopsis lanceolata	 Lance-leaf Coreopsis
Echinacea pallida	 Pale Purple Cone�ower
Echinacea purpurea	 Purple Cone�ower
Eryngium yuccifolium	 Rattlesnake Master
Heliopsis helianthoides	 False Sun�ower
Liatris aspera	 Rough Blazingstar
Monarda �stulosa	 Wild Bergamot
Petalostemum purpureum 	Purple Prairie Clover
Ratibida pinnata	 Yellow Cone�ower
Rudbeckia hirta	 Black-eyed Susan
Rudbeckia triloba	 Brown-eyed Susan
	
Grasses (72%)		
Andropogon gerardii	 Big Bluestem 
Elymus canadensis	 Canada Wild Rye
Panicum virgatum	 Switchgrass
Schizachyrium scoparium	 Little Bluestem
Sorghastrum nutans	 Indian Grass

Mesic Tallgrass Prairie Mix

A mix that is based on our familiarity 
with the flora of Michigan’s few rem-
nants of mesic and dry-mesic prai-
ries. Because only slightly over 100 
acres of these prairies were spared 
by the plow in Michigan, the similar 
blacksoil prairies of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Wisconsin are also a model for 
this mix. This mix is suitable for 
mesic (or medium) soils.	

		
For medium to moist soils

Seeding Rate: 9 lbs per acre
3.5 lbs forbs  •  5.5 lbs grasses	

	 1000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . $100.00
	 5000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . $279.00
	 1/4 acre . . . . . . . . . $398.00
	 1/2 acre . . . . . . . . . $597.00
	 1 acre  .. . . . . . . . . . $995.00
	

Forbs (39%)		
Allium cernuum	 Nodding Wild Onion
Asclepias syriaca	 Common Milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa	 Butter�y Milkweed
Aster laevis	 Smooth Blue Aster
Aster novae-angliae	 New England Aster
Baptisia lactea 	 White Wild Indigo
Coreopsis tripteris	 Tall Coreopsis
Desmodium canadense	 Showy Tick Trefoil
Echinacea purpurea	 Purple Cone�ower
Eryngium yuccifolium	 Rattlesnake Master
Gentiana andrewsii	 Bottle Gentian
Heliopsis helianthoides	 False sun�ower
Liatris aspera	 Rough Blazingstar
Liatris spicata	 Marsh Blazingstar
Monarda �stulosa	 Wild Bergamot
Oenothera biennis	 Common Evening Primrose
Penstemon digitalis	 Foxglove Beardtongue
Ratibida pinnata	 Yellow Cone�ower
Rudbeckia hirta	 Black-eyed Susan
Rudbeckia triloba	 Brown-eyed Susan
Silphium integrifolium	 Rosinweed
Silphium terebinthinaceum	Prairie Dock
Solidago rigida	 Stiff Goldenrod
Verbena stricta	 Hoary Vervain
Veronicastrum virginicum	Culver’s Root
Zizea aurea	 Golden Alexander
	
Grasses and Sedges (61%)		
Andropogon gerardii	 Big Bluestem 
Carex bicknelli	 Bicknell’s Sedge
Carex granularis	 Meadow Sedge
Elymus canadensis	 Canada Wild Rye
Panicum virgatum	 Switchgrass
Schizachyrium scoparium	Little Bluestem
Sorghastrum nutans	 Indian Grass
Spartina pectinata	 Prairie Cordgrass

Dry Shortgrass Prairie Mix

A mix based on a variety of “poor-
soil” communities found throughout 
Michigan, including dry sand prai-
ries, oak barrens and pine barrens. 
While big bluestem and Indian grass 
would typically be an important 
component of such prairies, and 
could certainly be added, this mix is 
geared toward a low-profile in which 
most plants don’t exceed four feet in 
height. This mix is appropriate for 
drier soils.	

		
For dry soils

Seeding Rate: 7 lbs per acre
3 lbs forbs  •  4 lbs grasses	

	 1000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . $100.00
	 5000 ft2  .. . . . . . . . . $279.00
	 1/4 acre . . . . . . . . . $398.00
	 1/2 acre . . . . . . . . . $597.00
	 1 acre  .. . . . . . . . . . $995.00
	

Forbs (42%)		
Amorpha canescens	 Lead Plant
Anemone cylindrica	 Thimbleweed
Artmesia caudata	 Beach Wormwood
Asclepias tuberosa	 Butter�y Milkweed
Asclepias verticillata	 Whorled Milkweed
Aster azureus 	 Sky Blue Aster
Aster pilosus	 Frost Aster
Baptisia lactea 	 White Wild Indigo
Cacalia atriplicifolia	 Pale Indian Plantain
Ceanothus americanus	 New Jersey Tea
Coreopsis lanceolata	 Lance-leaf Coreopsis
Desmodium illinoense	 Prairie Tick Trefoil
Helianthus occidentalis	 Western Sun�ower
Heuchera richardsonii	 Prairie Alum Root
Lespedeza capitata	 Round-headed Bush Clover
Liatris cylindracea	 Cylindrical Blazingstar
Lupinus perennis	 Lupine
Monarda �stulosa	 Wild Bergamot
Monarda punctata	 Horsemint
Penstemon digitalis	 Foxglove Beardtongue
Penstemon hirsutus	 Hairy Beardtongue
Petalostemum purpureum 	Purple Prairie Clover
Potentilla arguta	 Prairie Cinquefoil
Ratibida pinnata	 Yellow Cone�ower
Rudbeckia hirta	 Black-eyed Susan
Silphium laciniatum	 Compass Plant
Solidago rigida	 Stiff Goldenrod
Solidago speciosa	 Showy Goldenrod
Tephrosia virginiana	 Goat’s Rue
Tradescantia ohioensis	 Common Spiderwort
Verbena stricta	 Hoary Vervain
	
Grasses and Sedges (58%)		
Bouteloua curtipendula	 Side-oats Grama
Bromus kalmii	 Prairie Brome
Carex muhlenbergii	 Sand-bracted Sedge
Elymus canadensis	 Canada Wild-rye
Koeleria cristata (K. macrantha)	June Grass
Schizachyrium scoparium	Little Bluestem




